Dear Fzspectant Mother,

My name zs Fenny. [ Live in the Midwest, where [ work as
the chief financisl officer of 4 manutbciuring frm. My
mother and sisters, nieces and nephews all live within an
bour of my home. [Fveryone is eager (o bring another baby
ngo our extended romily.

[ve always imagined myself with a busband, & couple of kids and 4
bouse with a white picket fence. Ihat was the dream. [he realify is
Jast as good, though just & bi¢ différent. [ haven ¢ found my soul mate
yet. My house is wondertil (though it locks the picket fénce). And [
sall bave that longing (o provide a happy and loving home 16y & child.
Ferbaps, 7 will be the baby you have so courdgeously decided (o bring
ngo this world.

What &ind of parent will [ be? The bes¢ way to (el you is (o dascribe
Low [ was raised — in & bome surrounded with love.

i e e [ grew ap in & rurdl area of the Midwest. My three sisters and [ spent & log¢ of our
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me playing with each other and helping out around the house. My parents were

- quife (radigional. My dad worked—often (wo jobs. My mom stayed a¢ home with us

Y .

< &ids un(il my younges sister was in school. We didn ¢ have a lot of extras, but we
)2 always had what we needed. We planted 4 biy vegetable garden every year, and we
all helped with planting, weeding and barvesting. We had other chores sround the
bouse. Bug there was st (ime (o play.

We spent a lo¢ of time outdoors, and & ot of that time was spent pretending.” We'd
explore (he woods around our house. We made up games and enterained ourselves day
atter day: [ loved the freedom of 7. [ regre¢ that so many Aids {oday don ¢ have that
Aind of fee time and unsgructured play. [ builds imagination, creavigy and
Independence.

My parents stressed education. When we got bome from school, we d
bave (o finish our bomework before we could play. [ pariicipated in
41 and played the piano in grade school. My 4-H scirviges were
praimarily cooking and sewing. loday, [ Like (o cook and bake. But [
can ¢ sew worth 4 darn. And don ¢ ask me (o play piano. [n spife of
the lessons and the pracice, [ can 't even play ‘Chopsticks.”

Both sets of grandparents lived nesrby and were & bly part of our
Lves. My dads mom made some of the best cookias snd cakes
imaginable. Fach grandechild got (o choose & cake of their Lking for
therr birthday. Both Grandma snd Grandps helped in the creation.
It would afways be & cut-out cake, and Grandps would bandle the
most Intrrcate decorations. [He was &4 man of few words, bug be showed his love with his actons. [He was always very
attentive (o my grandma, gpened car deors, and brought ber fresh flowers. What a romaniic.




My mom s dad passed away when [ was young. But [ got o spend & ot of tzme with my mom s mom. She was very even
tempered. [ remember waiching the game show, lhe Fze 75 Sy with her. She thought 7t was so silly that the
contestants would jump up and down with excifement. She told me (hat it her name was called, she d walk down (o (he
stage calmly, with dgniy. (Not me. [d be running and shouting!)

My parents taught us by example. [ learned the imporiance of hard work from them. My dad never met 4 stranger. [e
made & fdend of everyone he mey. [ saw bow much people spprecigted his warmih and easy fidendship.

My mom taught me pracical s&ills: cooking, deaning and gardening. Bug
she also (qught me (o pursue my dreams: i you wani 7 badly enough,
and you work hard enough, you can make ii Aappen.

Both of them taught me the importance of & stable family snd the securify
of knowing that you are lved. [ wang (o share that with my child. [
won ¢ be quiat sbout my afféciion for your child —Im 4 bugger. [ cant
waLl (o wrdp my drms qround my child, diy (eqrs of sadness one moment
and then lough uniil we cry another day. [ imagine (ucking my child into
bed with 4 story, 4 Aiss and & good night 1 love you.”

The first vacation [ remember is when [ was six years old. We went to
Azazona (o visig my grandparents who were spending the winter (here.

This was & Grgp for frsts: my firs¢ airplone ride, my firs¢ Barbie doll, and
the first (and only) Christmas day when [ could go outside without & heavy
co4g.

Duaring the summer, we often went on family camping (raps. [ loved the food we cooked on the camptire. [ loved meeting
other pecple at the campgrounds. We'd swim, zide bikes, Zsten (o music, play pool and fish. [ loved (o go fshing with my
dad. On one camping (rap, while my dad was napping, [ got impationt and decided (o go fishing alone. [ cast my line info
the water over and over, nof expecting much. Suddenly, [ caught & fish. And i was big—/ mean really big. [ was so
excifed and 1f was so beavy, that when [ jorked on my line, I got the fish hook caught on the crown of my hbead. [ ran
back to our campsite. No one could remove 7t. [ bad (o go o the FR to have 7¢ cut out. Yuck. [ learned a Iiftle patience
that day.

My oldest sister, Vickie, has always been my best fidend. Shes my role model, (vo. She has six children. [ive of them
are her stepchildren fiom her firs¢ marrdgge. [ragedy struck (wice for these kids. When Vickie was marrded (o therr dad,
thetr mother died of cancer. A fow years later, Vickiels husband, their dad, died. lhe Aids were 9-I7 years old. No other
relatives could care for (hem. Vickie did. We can 't imagine our fomily without them. We Anow, first band, that biology
doesn ¢ make a family. Love dees. And therels plenty of love (o share.

When [ graduated fiom Aigh schood, [ didn 't
Lnow what [ wanied (o study in college. No
one in my fomily had ever esrned 4 degree.
[ undersiood the value of bigher educition,
and [ knew 7t would be expensive (o scquire
that knowledge. So, [ enrolled in & (rade
school 29g5L oug of bigh school (o maximise
my earnings while [ saved for college. [
spent [ years working toward that colloge
degree.




Aleng the way, [ worked a vardeqy of jobs, from McDonalds (o 4 vardety of positions at banks, through an associates degree,
4 bachelor s degree, and uliimately, qualifying as & Certifled FPublic Accountant, or CPA. [ now hold the Aighest financial
posigion 1o the company. [m proud of my accomplishments and bappy that my Ingeviy with my company allows my work
schedule (o be Hexible, including working fiom home.

[ will, of course, need (o continue (o work once [ have & baby. But [
will be able (o be 4y thase important student gssemblies, games,
concerts and other aciivities, cheering fiom the sidelings.

[ am outgoing, upbest, dependable and goal ordented. [ am caring and
reqch out (o others who need Support.

[ Iove (o read, garden and bake. [ also enjoy power walking. [ve
pargicipated in sboug 4 dozen balf-marathons snd one fill marathon. [
never win. [Thats not my goal. [ finish and [ finish within the
allogted time. [ love the féeling of crossing that fnish Lne, Anowing [
set 4 goal and achieved 1.
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The races have been a great oppor{uni(y (o (ravel. Sometimes Vickie
travels with me, and sometzmes [ go alone. [ love exploring new
places and meeting new pecple. [ can 't waif (o (ravel with my child.
[ think thay (raveling encourdges imagination and curiosiy.

My tamily gathers for the holidays. We always put up the Christmas (ree on the [Friday after [hanksqgiving. My dad
bangs the Lghts; the Aids hang the decorations. When we were young, we didn ¢ bave 4 freplace, so we bung our stockings
on 4 cardbosrd cutout of one. We made placemats of the Christmas cards we d receive, and use (hose placemats for
Christmas dinner.

My tamily sttended & small country church. The Aids sfways
performed in 4 special Christmas program and then went caroling.

We atways bave the same dinner on Chidstmas. We can add o fow
dishes, but no one would dare remove one of the staples. We have
Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, rolls and my grandma s {ore for
dessert. [here are required’ smacks too. [ won ' name them 4l
bug [ bave (o say that we seem preqy focused on the food a¢
Chrisgmas time.

[ want o continue these tradifons with my child. Well decorate
the house (ogether, make specisl candies and craff projecis. Well
attend church and maybe even go caroling. Wel include grving (o

others in need in our annuil celebration.

In addigion o Chris¢mas, my family gathers a¢ all holidays—Faster, Mothers Day, Ihanksgiving, bithdays and any other
event that provides an excuse (o get {ogether. We see each other 4t least once & month. We talk much more offen.

[ Zive in 4 wonderfid community. (s been voted an AU American City many (imes over the years. [{ls wrban but féels
Lke 4 small fown. We have an ar¢ museum, an inleraciive science museum, & 4oo, baseball and bockey (eams, and



wonderfid parks and biking (rails. [he schools are highly rated. We bave street
1Estivals, parades, frework displays and fiee movie and band nights.

[ bave & (wo bedroom bouse thay [ love woarking on. I bas besutitfil oak woodwork snd
wood foozss. My backyard has & large, silver maple (ree (hat provides just the z1gh¢
shade for reading. [herels plen(y of room for a swing se¢ and other children’s (oys. [he
street on which [ Gve bas & great diversify of qge: retired 10lks, young families and
tamilias with (eens.

Lails, my rescue puppy, has been around my nieces and nephews ever since [ brought her
bome. When my nephew was lesrning (o stand, be used Lails (o help keep his balance.
She pationtly sat there until be was up and steady—and then she was oufta there.

Often on our daily walk, liftle children will come up (o pet her. She patiently sigs down
and receives the atfection. [ Anow shell be wonderdtl with & baby.

[ am fortunate with all the wonderfil pegple and opportunitios in my Lfé. [ have rhmily,
Laends and & stable, stanulating job. [ am willing (o wazf (o find 4 busband, when my
soul mate sppears in my lite. But [ don ¢ want (o wart any lenger (o £l my hear( and
my bome with & child. [ wang (o give & cbild love and siabilily, securaly and
encourggement. [ want (o recite nursery rhymes (ogether. Read Goodnight Moon” as we
cuddle on the couch. [ wani my Aijchen (4ble covered with crayons snd markers and bigs
of colored paper and sicky glae. [ wang (o dance (hrough the rooms of the bouse and eal popcorn in frong of & [isney
movie. [ want (o encourqge imagination, show & child the world and (hrow snowbals in the froni yard.

[ wang you (o know, (oo, that [ would love (o adopt 4 biracial or Afizcan-Amerdcan
child. My parents taught me (hay color is nof 4 difference maker. I is what inside &
person that counts. [ have participated for many years in the Big Brothers/ Biy
Sisters program and all my liftle sisters were of other races . Fach Liftle sister
pariicipated in our family sciivigias and events, and my family welcomed each with
gpen qzams.

[ ZIve in & wonderfilly diverse communify and 7¢ is not unusual (o see blended
tamilies. [ worship a¢ & church with a congregation that is diverse as well. Cur

pastor encourgges people of 4l races and culiures (o pariicipate.

[ hope you will choose me 4s your childs family. [ will honor you and your unselfish
it [ will send you photos and updatas, i you wish.

If you have any questions, please contact Steve or Joel Kirsh at SO0-555-5736.




