Dear Birth Mother,

Our names are Nathan and Sarah, We are very
ﬂf’ﬂfﬁ][bl/ that you are mmﬁnﬂ our letter. Thank you
fmﬂ com‘i&/eiﬂinﬂ us fo love and raise your child as /mm‘
of our famz@ We ﬁ/eep@ respect that you are

makiz/y a very imﬂom‘ﬂnf decision [/01/' your Eﬂ@ and
ﬁope this letter ﬁe/pyyow make the best choice
ﬁaj'yié/e.

Our mmriﬂﬂe isa very ﬁﬂ/;ﬁy and /ow'nﬂ one, We ey‘oy Jpem#@ fime fﬂ/&i@ and
/mgﬁinﬂ foyez‘ﬁen We have several favorite ﬁi&i@ spots and. ﬂﬁu@y find sitting out on
the back pomﬁ re/axinﬂ. We often send each other e~mails /uﬂ'rg the /@Uml‘ hecause
we're fﬁinéfr;ﬂ of each other, and we have fun /eﬂw’nﬂ each other messages on our

mirror with a a@ erase marker, We also like fo yw/oriye one another @ maéinﬂ each

other’s favorite meals and snacks,

| ‘,.'f 2 > . We hoth enjoy our jobs and are thankful that our employers provide o relaxed

f/exié/e work environment. We love each other and feel like we have heen
blessed with caring friends and| fami@. We are so excited about the /ay when we
will hecome [parents and 5@1’:4 yﬁam‘nﬂ our lives with a little one,

9 know Nathan will be an amazing dad, He is one of the kindest peo/)k 9 have
ever met. FHe is sensitive, caring, compassionate, fun, infe//iﬂenf, creative, fratient,
and fﬁo»yﬁffu[ He is an excellent listener and a careful, pmé/em solver. Nathan is
a computer software engineer, and 9 can sometimes see the engineer wheels turning

in his mind as he considers every w’ewﬁoinf to come u/o with the best way fo
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ﬂﬁ/nﬂmcﬁ a /J@'ecf or situation. Nathan ﬂﬁv@y wants to ﬁe/ﬁ others and| ﬁ'jmﬂey
outa way fo make fﬁinjy Jpecia/ for them. For examﬁﬁe, he builta J'Wi;’g the fim‘f
fime one 0][ our ﬁien/ 's children came over to our home, and he ﬁﬂm/cmﬁe/
colorful wooden ﬁ/ﬂy ﬁ’jmﬂey for all the classrooms at church, When  younyg
childven af church meet him, fﬁey remember him and ask me about him. The
/me~feen 50%' look up to him and want fo Jﬁen&/ time with him. Nathan has a
wom[erfu/ way oﬁpeﬁ;@'nﬂ with childven, He is calm and attentive, He shows

them respect while ﬁaw‘nﬂ lofs of fun. 9 have e@'oyea/ wafcﬁiry Nathan interact
with our neﬁﬁew and the childven of friends who come over for divmer, and 9 am
50 /ookinﬂ forward to J'ﬁm"i@ in the experience of, [parenting with him.

Many of my friends have commented about Nathan's kind eyes. He has
a ﬂiﬁ‘ for kainﬂ ﬁeoﬁ/e feel comfortable and relaxed. Before we started
/aﬁnﬂ, 9 told my mom that 9 would live /onﬂer if? knew Nathan the rest 0][
my ﬁﬁ’ hecause he a/wayy ﬁe/ﬁea/ me fee/ calm, mﬁ’, and cared| for with his
aftentive ﬁ;’feninj and creative and clever ways oﬂ'ﬁowinj his feeﬁ@;z 9 have
confinued to experience this each a/ay, and 9 have also had the ofﬂporﬁm@ fo
e@’oy Wﬂfcﬁi}’lﬂ others exﬁew’ence his comﬁm’;’ion, inf(yrify, and fﬁmgﬁ[fu[
and careful /,'/ﬂnm'nj, Nathan shows respect to everyone he meets or comes in
contact with, He's also exfreme@ fﬁmgﬁffu[ and rejpecﬁ[u/ to animals, I¢'s
fun to watch him invent new ' games for our foster /og, and when our
WMallards were /ucéﬁ'rgy, wafcﬁirg them fo/ﬂ?w him around the yam/ was
adorable,

While we were /ﬂﬁ@, we took a ﬁien/ s 4~yemﬂ~0// fo the zoo. When our little
ﬁien/ became u/u’ef, Nathan sat on a bench and chatted with him, In no time, he
was ﬁapﬁy again. When 9 asked Nathan what he did, he c]m'e@ mﬁona@/, "ﬁjw'f
talked with him, " When we visited Coltan our 3~yemﬂ~0// ne/,'ﬁew, Coltan had
great fime p/ayinﬂ soceer, Can@ Land, and cars with Nathan. With a ﬁlge smile
our nepﬁew told his mom, ”Nafﬁmy’oﬁey. " The children from church look forwar/
to oﬁﬁorfuniﬁey with Nathan whether it is to teeter totfer or fo exﬁ/ore the back ymﬂ/
fo collect hfcﬁeyey, and the  guys who work on the church ym"/ know Nathan as the
“one who ﬂﬁv@y has the @ﬁf tools,” 9 can imagine how much fun your child would
have ﬁe/pirg Nathan in the ﬂamﬁm or ﬂm’rg on ouﬁnﬂy to Lowes to p;’c@uﬁ J‘upﬁﬁey

for a new yﬂmf or house froject.
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9 (Nathan) have enjoyed the apportunity to be a part of the many different circles of
re/aﬁomﬁiﬂ.v that Sarah is involved in, and 9'm sure these circles will be fun and meam’rgfu/
fora child too. Sarah lk'ﬂrem‘m‘ ém’ryinﬂ peop/e fOﬂefﬁer and’ maéinj them fee/ welcome,
Her house has ﬂﬁv@y heen ofpen and inviting. She'll be the fun mom that all the n@ﬁéor
kids know for her cooéfr;ﬂ and ﬁwfoifaﬁ'@ when fﬁey come to /9/@. All of our friend's
children and the youfﬁ at church ﬂﬁv@y love Jpem#@ time with her, and 9 can see how
ﬁﬂ/;ﬁy it makes her too.

After fa/éinﬂ about our pfpmy fo M/ﬂ/of, we received a flood of cards and ﬂoo/ wishes from
peoﬁé at the church, Many different farents and. ﬂmna/ﬁarenfy of the children and
feen@em’ Sarah works with have told her what a jrem‘ mother she will make, and 9 think

fﬁ@ are ﬂém/uf{/y riﬂﬁf.

Sarah has aﬁuay.r had a jifffor coming ufa with fun activities to do with kids. 9
remember when she fold me the J'fo{'y about her frip to Sri Lanka. She was on a solo mission

tripy, expecting to Jfoena/ time with the church fpartners there and learn from them. After four a/ayy on air/o/ﬂney and navigating fﬁm@ﬁ
aitports in four different countries, followed up @ a five hours in an old van on unﬁawea/ roads fﬁroogﬁ the mountains, Sarah arrived in
the w’//ﬂje, She was exfreme@ tired and reﬂ@ sick from the ro»gﬁ van ride. Expecting a much needed n@ﬁf’y rest followed up @ a
tour of the w‘//aﬂe the next /ay, Sarvah was instead escorted into a classroom full of childvren and asked to prow‘a/e one of the activities for
them that she had /,'re/mrep[ Uéw'ow"/y the /J/ﬂﬂ for the week hadn't quite heen translated ﬂccumfe@ hecause Sarah was not expecting
to e the one ﬁmw’&/i@ any activities. On the spot, she came up with a perfecf craft for the kids - she fmyﬁf them how to make faper
snowflakes, This was yomefﬁirg new, exciting, and| fmﬂeiﬂn to them since none of them had ever seen faper snowflakes, or realsnow for
that matter. While fﬁ@ folded and cut the paper, she /,'oinfe/ out how everyone’s snowflakes turned out a little bit different. Just like
real snowflakes, she talked about how no two of them were alike and how their uniqueness made each one yﬁecim[ Coming up with fun,
creative, and educational activities ][or cﬁi/pﬁ"eiy‘m'f comes 5o
rmfum@ for Sarah. 9 can on@ imagine the wonderful experiences
she will ém’nﬂ to our own children every a/ay.

Sarah is a distance runner as well, with tons of determination,
enerqy, and .rpin‘f that she 5ﬁ@: fo eue{yfﬁiry she does, She is also
an occufmﬁona/ fﬁemﬁi;’f. She worked in yﬁecia/ education, which
requirey a jreﬂf/m/ 0][ mfﬂpz‘ﬂéiﬁ'fy, /mﬁence, and kindness, She is
very thankful for the childven she worked with and talks about them
often. 9 think fﬁ@ reﬂ@ ﬁe//;e/ her " grow in her ﬂéiﬁfy fo connect
with others and appreciate life. Sarah reﬂ@ is the most amazing

ferson 9've ever met.
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We both valus compassion, creativity, open-mindedness, and diversity. We want every child to feel accepted and appreciated for his
or her unique ﬂiﬁ‘y and, ﬁermnaﬁ@. We often talk about the  games and activities we look forward to yﬁam’nﬂ with a son or a/mgﬁfer, 50
he or she will ﬂﬁu@y be able to e)(/,'/ore and [ grow within a mfe, /ow'@, and nm’furi@ ][m/n@,

v We were éafﬁ i"ﬂij’é’ﬂ[ @ Pﬂ%’”fj' wﬁo Uﬂ/{/fé’ ﬁﬂ’~/0}’y /ﬂﬂf'm‘}?ﬂ, We

look forward to yﬁam‘nﬂ this value with your child. We ave excited

about pmviaé’nﬂ him or her with the best opﬁorfuniﬁey fo /eue/op his or

£ her ﬂiﬁ‘y. We have (ositive memories of, fam@ craft [rojects, coaéfr;ﬂ
A activities, music lessons, ywimminﬂ classes, and reﬂu/m" friﬁy to museums,

2005, pﬂr&; and lihraries, We also have ﬂm memories 0][ summer

vacations pfﬂyinj outside and friﬁy fo lnkes for miﬁ'nﬂ or mnoeinﬂ, and

we ook forward to yﬁam’nﬂ these experiences with your child,
[1- T

We are hoth thankful to have strong relations ﬁ;/u with our [parents
and sibli ings. You can rest assured. énowny that your éﬂ@ will be welcomed into our fam;@ @ ﬂmm//mrem‘y, aunts, uncles, cousins,
great-aunts, ﬂrﬂaﬁuncé ,and a  great- ji"m’lﬁ/ﬁﬂ who ave all so excited to have a new éﬂ@jﬂm our fam;@. We also both value our

J'iéﬁry re/ﬂﬁom'ﬁi/u and ﬁope we will be able to m/o/n‘ again in a few years. We would like to  give your child an opportunity o he a 6@
sister or brother one /ﬂy,

We livein a ﬁm and| fn‘ena@ neyﬁéarﬁaw[ N@Mor: are aﬁuay: out in
the nics weather faﬁiiy walks, cooﬁiry out, or phyi@ with their children. We
also like to have friends and fam@ over for ﬁoﬁafay farties and. game r@ﬁfy.
We rfyu/m@ host our families for Tﬁan@ﬂﬂ/inﬂ and Easter dinners, and this

year we had our first Valentine's Day and St Patrick’s Doy parties which
gave us ﬂooa/ excuses to fry Some new recipes. We are excited albout creaﬁiy
Jpeciﬂ/ vituals and celebrations for a child to look forward to each season - we
hoth still have fmy‘umﬁi@ in the leaves in the fall] cross country Jkiinﬂ on the
ﬁm‘ﬁ next to the canalin the winter, /00&1’@ for the first flower blossoms in the
Jpri@, and| p/ﬂyiry corn hole and badminton while jﬁ/ﬁ'ry out in the

summer.,

We are hoth active in an open and inclusive faith community. Our congregation is part of the United Church of Christ which has 4
/eep commitment fo sociagmﬁce and, feace. One 0][ our main myi@y is "No matter who  you are or where  ou are on ﬂ’fe 'y’om’ngy,
you ‘re welcome here, " We desire to be we/cominﬂ fo everyone. We believe in a jmciom' Creator who calls us into pﬂrfnem'ﬁi/; fo work
for freace, kindness, ﬁoﬁe, and love for all. We fpray that all ﬁeoﬁé would know that fﬁey are beloved childven of God. 9 (Sarah) grew
up as a pm'for s kid, and 9 ﬂﬁu@y loved jm’nﬂ fo wom'ﬁi/,', \S’un/ﬂy school, and church activities, Growi@ up in the church ﬁe//w/ me
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learn with and’ from /,'eoﬁ/e of diverse socio-economic, re@iow’, mciﬂ[ ez‘ﬁm’c, cuﬁ‘um[
educational, and| fﬂm@ éﬂc@mmw& 9t also  gave me a chance to travel to many
different /,'/acey and see the world from a variefy of, frerspectives, and we are excited to
ﬁe//; your child [ grow upp with an appreciation for the 6%»@ of the world and all God's

/,'eoﬁ/e,

WNe 5ope this letter has jiven You 4 little jﬁmﬂm into our fves, 9]{you think we
myﬁf make ﬁm‘rfg /)arenﬁ' for ‘your child, we 5ope that we'll have a chance to talk with
you i]{you '/ﬁ(g. No matter wﬁaf, we are pmyirg far 'you ond your child and 6oﬁry
for many Hem’ry: far 'you 9@0;{ would like fo know more about us, talk with us @
faé/;ﬁona, or meet us in ferson, p/easc let Steve or oel Kirsh know. You can reach
them anyfime at 800-333-5736.
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