
Dear Birthmother, We are Jim and Julie, and 
we can’t wait to grow our family by adopting 
a baby.  Since this is your decision and your 
baby, we would be happy to talk to you in 
whatever setting you choose.  
 
And before we share our story, we want to 
tell you this:  We promise to listen to your 
wishes for your child.  We promise there will 
be no conditions on the love or care we will 
show your baby as they grow to toddler, grade 
schooler, teenager and to adult hood.  We 
promise your child will know the sacrifice you 
are making to insure great opportunities for 
them.  We promise your love and strength will 
be honored in our family, always.  We believe 
you are trying to do what is best for your 
child. 
 
Thank you for reading our story 
below. 
 

About Us 
We met 10 years ago and have 
been married over 8 years.  We 
are going the distance—no 
doubt!!  We are not perfect…but 
we sure like to think of the home 
we created as the fun place to 
be, warm and loving, and very 
stable.  We have a sweet 
daughter, Emma who is 5 years 
old.  We are in love with life and 
have great hopes for the future 

for our family.  In these troubling economic 
times, we count our blessings that we own our 
home and have no debts that cause us worries.  
College savings accounts are in place for our 
kids.  We are most grateful to God for our 
perfect health that allows us to continue our 
active lives that we plan in some form even 
when we are 90 years old (well, long walks by 
then !!).  That is the short summary, but here 
is more personal information for you.   
  

Family 
Jim is one of 7 children, and Julie is one of 5 
children.  Jim had all 4 of his brothers as 
groomsmen in his wedding—that was a 
handsome lot of guys!   We have been able to 
count on our siblings…before marriage and 
now after.   
 
We both grew up in working class families.  
Jim’s dad worked his way from bank teller to 
president of the bank, which he held for 17 
years until retirement.  Julie’s dad was part-
time deputy sheriff of the county, and worked 
construction.  Both our mom’s ran “tight 
ships” in the house.  Even when Jim was in 
grade school, his job was to shovel snow for 
his elderly neighbor—for no pay—and often 
early in the morning.  In junior high school he 
delivered newspapers and bought a very slick 
bicycle with his saved money.  In Julie’s 
house, all the girls learned to cook, bake bread 

and pastries, garden and 
clean house.  She is really 
glad of that now—though 
she often didn’t like it then.  
What we can both say is 
that we developed very 
similar work ethics.  We 
learned how to delay the 
fun things while we worked.  
It is one of the values we 
want to pass along.  
 
Today our families gather 
frequently, including 
summer time at our 
vacation house on a small 
lake in Michigan.  Both Jim 



and Julie have big, annual family reunions 
every August.  But we see much of our 
families 
throughout the 
year.  We have 
nieces/nephews 
within 3 miles 
of our home in 
this Midwest 
city.  Grandma 
Mary in 
particular 
cannot wait to 
spoil another 
grandchild, as 
she does with our first child, Emma.  Emma 
stands up tall (see picture on first page) and 
often talks of being “all grown up now.”  She 
wants to be “all grown up” mostly we think, 
so that there are no rides at the State Fair or 
at the indoor water parks, that she is restricted 
from!!   
 
Halloween through Thanksgiving and 
Christmas is a big time for us.  Julie loves to 
decorate for each holiday.  For Halloween she 
hangs not-so-scary black fuzzy spiders and 
pumpkins everywhere!  At Thanksgiving she 
lays out gourds and dried flowers and stuff, 
and of course the big decorations really come 
out for Christmas for all of December and into 
the middle of January.  Julie loves to create 
special get-togethers with kids and friends and 
family.   
 

Our First Child 
Emma is independent and 
free spirited.  Even when 
she was 3 or 4 years old, 
she would leave our hand 
and get in line at the zoo by 
herself.  She is the one in 
her pre-Kindergarten class 
who will go comfort a little 
one who is crying.  Emma 
has been asking about 
getting a baby brother or 
sister for the last year—and 
we have told her if God 

helps us we would like to adopt and are trying 
to do that.  So now Emma tells a bit of a story 

to God sometimes in her 
prayer at night.  A few 
weeks ago she told God 
that she knows babies have 
to get shots, and because 
shots made her cry, she 
will hold her baby brother 
or sister’s hands and make 
it all better.  It makes Julie 
teary-eyed when she says 
sweet things like that.  We 
know she will be a great 
little “big sister.” 

 
Work, School, Talents 

 Jim started in his father’s bank, and later 
went back to college for a second degree in 
electricity and switched careers.  Jim is an 
electrician so he has a predictable work day 
that ends every day at 3:30 pm.  He is great 
at fixing things around the house, as well as 
creating improvements to the house.  He can 
make wood furniture on his tool bench.  This 
Fall he built a bedroom addition upstairs!!!  
He loves to tinker with his Ford Mustang 
which gets driven only on weekends.  He loves 
the History Channel and likes to keep up with 
politics, and reads several magazines and 
newspapers every week.  He likes comedy 
movies with comedians like Ben Stiller and 
Billy Crystal.  Jim ran track and cross country 
in college and is into running and bicycling 
today.  He is very healthy as he rides all year 
round at least 3 times a week – indoors in 

winter at the fitness center.  Jim is 
also the master travel guide—he 
maps out all the locations we visit.  
He has made a list of where we 
would like to take our 2 children.  
More about vacations later…. 
 
Jim grew up snow skiing with his 
family, and we both have enjoyed 
that in Colorado several times.  
The mountains are a beautiful 
place to be and great fun.  We 
hope to teach both our kids to ski,  
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as it is much easier to learn when you are 
young.  Jim also grew up playing golf and 
hopes to resume playing when our kids our 
older, especially if he can encourage their 
interest to play with him.  See Jim’s great 
swing on the next page! 
 
Julie plans to be a stay-at-home mom, but 
currently works in a professional office.  She 
too has a college degree in business finance 
and manages large financial transactions.  Julie 
would like to do part-time consulting work as 
time allows when the baby gets older.  She 
loves being a mommy.  She keeps the social 
calendar and loves to organize holiday 
gatherings—every holiday is an excuse to share 
with friends and family.  Julie also really 
enjoys her girlfriends, as they share stories 
about their kids, movies, and everything else.  
Julie decorates and redecorates rooms in the 
house.  She is a bargain shopper, and shops 

for great deals for hotels and airfare for 
vacations--so many other places we would 
LOVE to take our children to share with 
them.   
       
Julie enjoys working out and staying in shape.  
She too is very healthy and played sports in 
high school and college.  Jim and Julie are 
blessed with good “genes” and have no 
chronic illnesses in their families like diabetes 
or heart disease.  When we pray at night with 
Emma, we thank God for our health, among 
many other blessings. 
 
Julie’s favorite outdoor activities she wants to 
share with our kids are kayaking, river rafting, 
swimming, boating, water skiing, snorkeling, 
hiking (not near bears!), sledding and snow 
skiing, and a helicopter ride over the Grand 
Canyon !!  What a blast. 
 

 
Summer fun  

We are fortunate to have a place a child can 
call home for summer vacations.  The kids 
catch minnows and frogs, play in the sand, 
swim and jump off big floaties, go tubing 
behind the boat, make smores at night on the 
beach. Its also a beautiful place to rest.  The 
summer home has been in Jim’s family for 
years.  We use it several times during the 
summer as it is 4 hours from our home. 
There is a golf course next to the lake, and 
there are horse stables for riding just 10 
minutes away that we use fairly frequently. 
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We do some of our vacations with family or 
friends so kids can play together – like we did 
to Disney World last year, and to Rocky 
Mountain National Park the year before. We 

can’t wait to share more of our favorite places 
with our kids –ocean front, tropical island, 
New York City for a Broadway play, and so 
many great places out west.  We like to visit 
Grandma Mary at her winter condo in Florida.  
Nearby the kids can swim with dolphins in one 
place, or wade in the water with the manatees 
at another.  We are zoo and Children Museum 
members for year round fun close to home.  
We go to a busy sledding hill near a golf 
course for great snow time 
fun.  We also have a short 
sledding hill off the east side 
of our front yard!  We go to 
several live musical events 
each year as a family.  As 
the kids get older in grade 
school, we would like to 
share places overseas we 
have seen like Italy, London, 
Germany and others.  Julie 
traveled for fun to Thailand 
and Cambodia and would 
like to visit again when the 
kids are teenagers.   
 

Everyday stuff 
On many weekends we 
lounge in our pj’s—until at 
least noon!  Julie likes to 

make pancakes or waffles on Saturday 
mornings.  For dinners, Jim likes to grill meat 
outside, even in the winter.  Jim is the “grill 
king.”  Julie likes to try new recipes and has 
about 15 fun cookbooks.  Since we like 
creating in the kitchen, family time just 
happens in there.  Sunday night is frozen pizza 
night in our house.   
 

Jim comments about Julie 
I first met Julie on the putting green of a golf 
course.  The first thing I liked about her was 
that she was active like me – bicycling, 
running, outdoor activities and some sports.  
But there were more important things I loved 
about her.  She talks about making “lemonade 
out of lemons” and I can count so many times 
she was first to find the positive in something.  
We drove 3 hours once to see a somewhat 
famous waterfall at a State park, but there was 
so little rain that year it was hardly a small 
stream falling off the cliff.  There we stood 
with the picnic basket I asked her to bring…. 
and no water falls--UGGHH.  So then Julie 
decides this is great because with the heavy 
waterfall gone, now we can walk underneath 
the falls!!!   Indeed, walking under the water 
and seeing the rocks and cliff was cool. 

 
Julie is my partner for 
life.  I love her.  She is 
so many different 
things—loving and 
positive, and forgiving 
when I do something 
bone-headed.  She is so 
good with babies, kids 
and animals.  They all 
seem to want to be 
around her.  I know I 
do.  Even our two kitties, 
Bixie and Tulip, crawl 
into Julie’s lap often. 
 
At Thanksgiving when all 
the families are together, 
it seems like Julie is 
always the adult in a 
room with the kids 
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