Dear Birth Mothcr,

[Hello, we are Ashlcg and Paul.
Thank you for taking the time
to read our letter. Wc are
honored that you are
considcring us as Prospcctivc

adoPtivc Parents oFgour babg.

We cannot begin to imagine

what this must be like for you, but we
realize it is likc]g one of the biggest decisions you will ever make. Hzgou choose
to pursue an adoption Plan, you would be giving the most amazinggigt to a Familg
who is cagerlg awaiting thcjog a babg will bring.

L like so many girls, grew up knowing ] would be a mother. Mg friends and Familg
knew ] would be a mother. Mang PcoPle have commented about how natura”g ]
engage with children. As time went bg, l kept thinking the Pcrf:ect time would
come. [ or several reasons, adoption has alwags been a choice l’ve considered.
Thcn, when ] discovered ] have a genetic condition that runs in my Familg, and
that can be Passec[ onto my c}‘nildrcn, ] realized that giving birth to a child would
not be the healthiest choice. (53 the way, my condition does not have any
imPact on the lcngth or qualitg of my lifze, and (God wi”ing, ] will live to a riPc old
age.) Tl‘nat ] could not give birth to a child was a sad realization and rcquirccl
time to accept. Fau] and ] talked about adoption as the best choice for us since
the bcginning of our rclationship. lt is alwags how we assumed we would have a

Familg.

We have also had the benefit of cxPcriencing many successful adoptions among
ourFamilg and friends. Qurfriends and Familg come from a diverse set of racial,
ethnic and social backgrounds. We view this diversitg as a strcngth In our own
lives, and know that it will Providc a strong foundation and support network for

any child.



Fau] and | met at our church in the earlg part of 2005. We have a tradition at
our church where we greet our neig}'nbor and exc}‘xange “He”os”. lt was litcra”g
at that first “He”o” that | was attracted to him. From the time of our first date,
we were nearlg inseParaBle. We dated for eightcen months and then married.
We believe that (God Brought us together at the Perf:ect time, and we know
divine timing will Bring the child we are intended to raise to us when the time is
rigl‘nt Je takes faith to trust, but we see how it has worked for us in many areas of

our lives.

| (Faul) was immediatc]g drawn to
Ashleg and knew that she was
very special. 5}16 Is warm,
intc”igent, interesting and
courageous, and is very logal
and suPPortive toward her

friends and Familg. | have

alwags been imPressed with
her obvious and natural connection with children —
she alwags seems to draw a crowd of our friends’ and families’ children whenever
we are out. 5}16 has the abilitg to c}‘narm, insPire and comfort kids of all ages,
and also leads them to goocl decisions }33 communicating calmlg and in their
terms. | have seen suchjog in her eyes when she holds a newborn, or when she is
inafun game of Cranium with her niece and nephew. Being around Ashleg has
alwags made me want to be my very Best, and she draws that out of others —

children and adults — as well.

Both of us take our marriage commitment very seriouslg. Though we have goocl
dags and not~so~goocl &agsjust like anyone, we both know that we are trulg
devoted to one another. Ot}wers secem to marvel at how well we get along, and
how loving we are toward each other. |t seems casy to us —~ in addition to being

in love, wejust genuinelg like each other! When we wrote our wedding VOWS, we



made certain that in addition to including Promises of Iogaltg and commitment,
we also included a Pleclge to keep our marriage fun. We feel thisis imPortant to
continue with our growing Familg as well - raising a Familg can, of course, have its
cha”enging times, but we feel there is alwags areason to smile and share ourlove

with others.

Staging toget}ﬁer is also
imPortant to us because of the
experiences we had as we were
growing up- Both of our sets
of Parents went throug}‘x
divorces. That led both of us
to be content waiting until the

rig}‘:t Partner came along, and

allowed us to mature and getto
know ourselves better. When (God Fina”g Broug}‘:t us toget}ﬁer, it was obvious
that it was worth the wait — we feel our relationsl‘xip and our bond to one another
is much stronger as a result. A&ditiona”g, our parents themselves found better
relationsl‘xips, and all are more settled and happg. This also doubles the number

oFgran&Parents waiting to love a new child in our home!

OUY’ home we IIVC na brlgl"lt c}‘neerg 3CIIOW

farmhouse in ln&lanapolls We live in
a qunet and diverse commumtg with
many Frien&lg neig}‘sbors. There is a
variety of children of different ages.
We have a four bedroom home with
Plentg of space for a child. We
alreadg have a “kid’s room”, as
Ashleg’s niece and nephew have
alwags beena Big part of our lives.

Theg visit regularlg and have their own



rooms. Theg are excited about giving up aroom for the thought of a new

cousin!

Fau] works in marketing and business consulting, Primarilg assisting local
nonPro{:its to become more successful in their oPerations and Fundraising
activities. He works a short distance from our homc, and walks to work many

clags‘

] (Ashleg} am a social worker with a sPecialtg in children and families. ] currentlg
work Part~time, and erjog the chibilitg mgjob offers. ] also teach a graduatc~
level social work class at a local universitg. After sPcnding so much time caring
forand helPing other PeoPlc’s c}‘nilc}ren, ] am looking forward to the oPPortunitg
of bcing a parent mgse”z. Mg love for children has alwags been present, and Jve
been fortunate to have a great career where l trulg feel l am giving back to

others. Now, ] am readg to give back on a dcePer lcvc], bg raising a child.

Ashleg Plans to reduce her hours even
further when we adopt. We've discussed
oPPortunitics where Fau] is also able to
work from home, and sPend more time
with our child. We feel fortunate that
we are able to adaPt to the needs of
our child and Familg, and cagerlg await
the Possibilitics that will unfold.

Besic}cs the two of us, ourFamilg currentlg
includes two dogs (Lucg and Dottie) and one cat (5idncg>. Theg are all
healthg, gentle and get along well with each other. Dottie was a surPrise
blessing to ourFamilg. We adoptcd Lucg about two years ago from a local
shc]tcr, where she had been brought inasa s‘crag. What noboclg discoverecl,
until after we had welcomed her into our home, was that she was also Pregnant!

Three weeks after bringing her home, we had six new PuPPies. We were able to



find Ioving homes for five of them, and kept Dottie to stay with us and give Lucg
a Plagmatc. None of this Possiblg could have been Planned, but we couldn’t be
haPPier with how things turned out.

| knew Faul would be an excellent father when | first observed him with his nieces
G‘ne has 7 total)‘ [Heis esPeciang gooc{ and natural caring for Babies, and
Franklg | found that a bit unusual for a guy. | withessed how quicklg little ones
gravitate to Faul, For example,
short]g after the first time he met
Ka]eb, my best friend Meg’s sOn-
~ Meg called me and said theg
were watching Deal or No Deal
and Kaleb said, “There’s Faul,”
]’m sure you can tell from the

Picture whg Kaleb may have

confused Faul with [Howie
Mandel. ©

Faul’s gent]e and kind manner
comes across to children and adults. Theg natura”g feel safe and comfortable
with him. Hc has a calm at the center ancl, rarelg have ] seen Faul get uPset
about a situation. Faul’s a natural Ieader, inawarm way. And, what makes him
the most fun is his wittg sense of humor. e keeps children and adults Iaughing,
Jt runs in his Familg, and his Familg’s meals are spent with one Furmg response

aFtcr anot}‘:er,

I, Ashleg, have been comfortable and familiar with the idea of acloption since |
was a young child. Mg dearest Friencl, Meg, was adoptcd, and we talked about
it as far back as | can recall. When considering acloption, Meg was the first
person | talked with. | asked her what she felt like growing up knowing she was
adoptcd‘ ] teared up when she answerecl, “Ashleg, ] alwags thoug}‘:t ] was loved

more than other kids because | knew how hard it was for my adoptive parents to



get me, and ] knew how much my birth mother must have loved me to make such a
difficult decision.” We love the idea of a child knowing they are the most special

ghct we could receive.

You can tell how much we erjog
spending time with our Familg and
friends. While we have a
wonderful and full lhce, we are not
too Bu59 to take time for simPle
things like walks with our dogs.
We do this together in the

evenings. |t's an excellent time

for us to talk about our dreams,
goals and celebrate our accomPlisl‘xments for the dag. We can

imagine Pushing our babg in a stroller as we walk through the neighborhooc{, and
incluc]ing our child in the &ailg sl‘xaring as she or he grows up.

We live close to a walking trail where we Frequentlyjog, walk the dogs or ride our
tandem bicgcle. Most PeoPle are surPrisecl at how much we like riding together
on the tandem. lt’s another great way forus to spend time together, talking or
erjoging nature. |t's also reflective of what a great team we are—as it takes

working toget}‘xer to manage riding one bike!

Ashleg loves to garden and has a hugc vegetable garden that feeds us and
many of our neighbors and friends throug}‘nout the summer. Fau] is the chef in
the Familg and manages to come up with some interesting reciPes to get through

all of the veggies.

Fau] erjogs running and has run two marathons. Jt takes a hugc commitment to
train for such an event. Several years ago, he ran a marathon in Rome when we
were trave]ing. Trave]ing is one of our favorite things to do together——taking

triPS to Places we've never been. We attempt to view life as an oPPortunitg to



Iearn, and we love to explore. We look forward to having a third comPanion

along onour adventures,

We know this letter cannot Possiblg caPture evergthing you may want to know
about us. PBut we hope it gives you a glimPse of the type of Familg we have and

the People we are.

The thoug}‘;t of a Babg soon entering our hearts and home is so exciting! We
realize for us to gain such a miraculous ghct you must be wi”ing to give up so
much. l]cgou decide we are the best Parents for your Babg, we would be happg
to send you letters and Photographs, letting you know how he or she is getting

along,

We thank you for giving the
most precious gift possible to
whomever you choose. l]cgou
think we may be the parents
you would like to raise your
child, would like to know more
about us, or talk with us by
tc]ephone, Pleasc contact
Steve Kirsh at 800-3%3-
57%6.

A” the Best,

Paul and Ashley




