
Dear Birth Mother, 
 
 Hello!  We are Don & Cynthia, and we have a 4 
½ year old daughter named Heather.  We understand 
this has to be a very difficult time in your life.  Not only 
have you made the decision to consider an adoption plan 
for your child, but now you are trying to decide on 
adoptive parents.  These letters must be overwhelming 
to read, and we hope you find a family that you really 
feel comfortable choosing. 
 
 We met at Purdue University towards the end of 
our college days.  We dated a few months until Don 
moved to New York for his job.  We continued to stay 
in touch, and after Cynthia graduated, she moved to 
Washington, D.C., for her job.  Shortly thereafter, Don moved to Maryland, and we started dat-
ing again.  We dated for four years prior to getting married.  We waited a while before deciding 
to have children, and then in 2004, our daughter was born.  When we discussed having children, 
we always thought about adopting as a way to have a child.  In 2007, we decided we were ready 
for a second child.  When the infertility procedures failed, and, frankly, we did not pursue them 
very long, because adoption was always on our radar, we went back to our idea of adopting a 
child.   We feel that there are so many children who are in need of our love and that adoption 
really allowed us the best opportunity to complete our family. 
 

OUR HOUSE 
 

We live in Indianapolis and, in 2004, moved into Don’s family home.  It is a beautiful, four-
bedroom home, with a 3-season back porch and deck, as well as, a furnished basement with a 
pool table, ping pong table and air hockey.  We live at the end of a cul-de-sac and have 5 ½ 
acres of property, most of which are woods.  We also have a vegetable garden, lots of flower 
beds, a play set, playhouse and a sandbox.  We are fortunate to have a very close-knit neighbor-
hood and consider most of them to be very good friends.  During the summertime, we often 
gather outside with our neighbors for appetizers during the late afternoon and then, an im-
promptu pitch-in dinner.  We also have a neighborhood picnic that includes our extended fami-
lies, which this past year, involved a pool party, face painting, pony rides and a parade.  Our 

neighborhood is a diverse group – some 
grandparents with young grandkids, some 
couples with older and younger kids, 
some couples just starting out, some Cau-
casian, Hispanic and African-American 
families, but, we consider our neighbor-
hood one large family.   In fact, 
Heather’s birthday party is usually the 
entire neighborhood, plus our families 
and other friends over for a large fish fry, 
games and cake.  We can’t imagine liv-
ing anywhere else or having any closer 
neighbors than we do here. 



OUR FAMILIES 
 

 Cynthia is from a small town west of Indianapolis 
and is the younger of two children.  Her parents still live 
there so we see and talk to them weekly, if not more.  Her 
brother lives in North Carolina with his wife and two 
kids.  We are very close and talk to each other weekly, 
but due to work/school schedules we do not get to see 
them as much as we would like – usually about twice a 
year.  But when the opportunity arises, we like to take 

family vacations with them.  Family is very important to both of us as we think you will see 
throughout this letter.  On two sides of Cynthia’s family, we have family reunions every year – 
one in May and one in July.  The reunion in May has about 100 people in attendance while the 
one in July is smaller with only 40 people.  Cynthia is very close to all of her great-aunts and 
uncles and many of the 2nd and 3rd cousins, but she is especially close to her 1st cousins and their 
children.  All of these reunions are a lot of fun with games for children and adults alike.  When 
Cynthia was young, her family would spend a lot of time with her grandparents, aunt, uncle and 
cousins.  The house would be filled with laughter and fun, especially from playing Euchre and 
Hearts.  When the family gets together now, it is still filled with 
laughter and love, and we still play Euchre and Hearts. 
 
 Don is the youngest of five children.  He has siblings 
from Virginia to Chicago to Oregon, which makes for some 
great road trips.  Unfortunately, Don’s mom passed away in 
2003, but his dad lives about 5 minutes from our house.   His 
family is extremely close, as well. In the spring time, Don and 
his brothers try to get together for a long weekend, and then, 
later, the sister-in-laws all get together for a long weekend.  In 
the summer, the families will come to our house for the “kids’ 
weekend”.  We also spend a week at the beach in South Caro-
lina with everyone in the late summer.  And then at Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, the entire family comes back to the family 
home (our house) to celebrate the holidays together.   
  

MORE ABOUT US 
 

 Cynthia and I have known each other for a long 
time.  She is terrific, warm, giving and intelligent.  She is 
a very loving soul.  She volunteers at a food pantry and 
always is helping out at the church.  She is my most 
trusted friend.  We have a fun time together, gardening, 
walking in the woods, biking or playing around the 
house, but the most important thing I have learned about 
Cynthia has been in the last four years:  she is an incredi-
ble mother with  her patience, warmth, intelligence and 
devotion to Heather.  She spends her time making sure 




