We are Craig, Tracy, and Olivia.

We appreciate your taking the time to
read our letter and consider us as possible
adoptive parents. We have been married for 12
years and are looking forward to adopting a
second baby to complete our family. We know
this is a hard decision for you to make and we
admire your courage to do what you feel is
best for your child. We are keeping you in our
prayers and we are confident that you will
make a loving choice in picking the best
parents for your child.

After several years of failed fertility treatments, we were thrilled to finally
become parents with the adoption of Olivia two years ago. We are forever grateful to
Olivia’s birthmother, Nicole. Nicole will always have a special place in our hearts. As
Olivia gets older, we will make sure she understands Nicole’s loving and courageous
decision.

For the entire first 10 years of our marriage, we had looked forward to having a
family. It was a roller coaster ride of ups and downs as we did become pregnant one
time, but miscarried after the 8" week. When our doctor advised us to cease fertility
treatments, because we would not be able to conceive a child, we were devastated. But
after thinking about what was
important to us, we realized that
loving and nurturing a child was far
more important than giving birth.
Adoption offers us a chance to
realize our dreams and to give a child
a wonderful life and a bright future.
We honor you for the courageous
decision you have made to choose
life for your baby and to look at all
the options for securing your baby’s
future. We want you to know that
we are prepared to give your child a
life filled with love and opportunity.

We live in a friendly and family-
oriented neighborhood in a lovely, two
story home. We live in a neighborhood
full of young children. Tracy’s family
lives just 10 minutes away. We are



excited to take our family to play in our
neighborhood park, swim in the pool and walk on
the many trails throughout our neighborhood. In
the summer, we like to work in the yard and grill
out with family and friends. In the winter, we
enjoy the holidays, going to basketball games at
Craig’s school, watching the Hoosiers on TV, and
cuddling up in front of a fire to watch a
good movie. We also enjoy taking our
dog, Shelby, for walks when the
weather is nice and spending lazy days
lounging around with our cats, Rock
and Taylor.

Tracy: We met in January of 1994 at
Indiana University my freshman year.
Craig was a sophomore studying to be a
high school chemistry teacher and | was
a freshman studying nursing. | knew
early on that we were meant for each
other. We were instant friends and
found we had many things in common such as our love of
sports, country music, and spending time with friends and
family. | remember him walking across campus in the cold and
snow to visit me at my dorm. It meant a lot that he made the
effort to come see me. We were married in June of 1997 and
have enjoyed the past 12 years growing as a couple.

Craig is a very funny, intelligent, laid back type of guy. He is very easy to be
around and can strike up a conversation with anybody. He is very family oriented. He is
my best friend and makes me feel safe and beautiful.

Craig and | have a great relationship. We respect each other and love each other
unconditionally. | trust him completely. | like the fact that we are a team. While he does
most of the yard work and | am the one that usually loads and unloads the dishwasher,
we do most things together. We go grocery shopping together, clean the house
together and most of the time we make dinner together. We have a lot of the same
views. We feel we balance each other out in other areas. For example, | am more of a
saver where Craig is more of a spender and we have learned to compromise over the
years. Another example is organization. | am more of a planner and he is more of a go
with the flow type of person. There are times now where things are written on the
calendar and planned out and other times where we do things on the spur of the
moment and we are both happy with either one.



Craig is a principal at a local high school. With
the exception of an occasional late night at school, he is
usually home by 5:00 during the school year and by
4:00 during the summer. Craig enjoys spending time
working with the students at his school and being
there for them in their times of triumph and tragedy.
He works daily with students helping them begin their
journey into adulthood. He helps them figure out how
to get into their dream college, how to make up with
their significant other, and is just there to lend an ear
when they need to talk. He also enjoys putting
together programs that help students. Last year he
worked to revise the Freshman Orientation program,
to welcome the new incoming freshman into the
high school, which can be a really tough time in their
lives. He has recently had the difficult task of dealing
personally with the death of a student he was close to
and working with the other students in the school on
coping with the death of their friend and classmate. Fora
lot of his students, this was the first time they had to deal
with the death of someone close to them. He
remembers being at the funeral and having students hug
him as if he were one of their family members.

He is dedicated to his job and cannot wait until the day when he hands our
children their diplomas as they walk across the stage. Craig is also devoted to his
personal life of being a good father, husband, son, brother, and uncle. We both know
the importance of getting an education and not only will we stress this with our children,
but we will have the knowledge and resources to support them in achieving their dreams
and goals, whether it be attending college, attending a technical school, joining the
military, or joining the work force right out of high school.

Craig: Tracy has currently decided to take time away from
nursing to be a stay-at-home mom. She feels blessed to have
been able to be at home with Olivia since we brought her
home from the hospital. She enjoys taking Olivia to plays,
music programs and athletic events at my high school and is
eager to continue these activities with a new member of the
family. The school is very family-oriented and many of the
administrators and teachers bring their kids to school events.




There are several stay-at-home moms in our neighborhood
which lends itself to several opportunities for play dates at each
other’s houses or at Bounce Zone, trips to the park, and just playing
in the sandbox in the back yard. In our neighborhood, we always
y 7 ‘ watch out for one another and help out in times of need.
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Tracy and | have a very strong relationship. One benefit of
being married 10 years without children is that we have had time
to grow as a couple and be best friends. Our relationship is very
strong and we often find ourselves finishing each other thoughts.
We really don’t fight or argue at all. We do not put ourselves in

situations that will lead to arguments since we both seem to
think alike on most issues. Since we have been married for so
long we are really beyond the adjustment period. When we

were first married we had already lived together for a few

months and worked out all of our needed adjustments, which

were very few...in fact | can’t really think of any major
adjustments that | had to make. We settle our conflicts by
talking through them, but they are few and far between. Loyalty
and trust are important parts of our marriage. Both of us know
that we were meant to be together so therefore we are
extremely loyal to each other and also have a deep trust for one
another. We always knew that we wanted to be parents and
were hoping that in our fifth year that we would start having
children. Being parents is very important to us and | can’t think of
a better mom than Tracy.

We are both very close with our families and they are
anxious to share in our joy of adopting another baby. Both of our
parents have been married for over 37 years and have
been positive role models for us. The closeness of our
families provides us with a good support system. We
have been blessed with six nieces and nephews who
Olivia loves to spend time with. We enjoy watching
our parents be grandparents spoiling their
grandchildren in a way that only grandma and

grandpa can.

: Craig: We have seen firsthand with Olivia what an
awesome gift adoption is. This is also true with many
members of our family. Tracy’s sister and her husband (who was adopted himself)
were blessed with the adoption of their son, Ben, four years ago. He has brought such
joy and happiness to our whole family! Nothing is more special than seeing his big smile



when he comes over to visit. Additionally, three other cousins have created their
families through adoption. Our kids will have other family members who will have similar
experiences to share.

Tracy: It has become a tradition to take a summer vacation with Craig’s parents, sister,
her husband and their children, Brittaney (9), Natalie (3) and Jacob (1). We rent cabins at
a nearby lake for a week during the 4" of July. Cruising around the lake in a boat, fishing
and swimming are always enjoyed. The evenings are spent playing board games or
sitting around the campfire.

Another family tradition is Christmas. Tracy’s dad’s side of the family gets
together for a pitch-in dinner the weekend before Christmas. As our family continues to
grow there are 40-50 family members who get together. We share good food and visit
for hours. We end the evening with a fun-filled white elephant gift exchange. For
Christmas Eve and Christmas day, we have alternated going to each other’s family
gatherings.

Craig on Tracy ...............

The best way to describe Tracy as a mom is to say that Tracy “is a mom”. From
the first day of our marriage, Tracy has dreamed of being a stay-at-home mom and
raising our children. | have never met anyone more gentle and understanding around
children. | never truly knew how strong Tracy was until we went through our three years
of infertility treatments. Even with all of the mental hardships, she still held strong to
her faith in God and understands that he must have a different plan than we did in
regards to raising a family. Over the years | have enjoyed watching Tracy become less
reserved and more outgoing. | still remember how much fun we have had dressing up

for Halloween parties and theme parties. A couple of years ago Tracy

also decorated a co-worker’s ‘Purdue
tailgating bus’ with U garb, before the big
‘Oaken Bucket’ game. Tracy is a great
caregiver and role model to our child, Olivia. |
have seen how she loves and cares for Olivia,
as well as our nieces and nephews. There is no
doubt that she is a loving and caring mom. It
makes me very happy that she has chosen to be
a stay-at-home mom and provide the daily care
and attention a child needs. | enjoy coming
home after work to Tracy and Olivia’s smiling
faces and hope to see a third smiling face soon.

Tracy on Craig ....cceeueeenee
Craig is an awesome dad. He is a “gentle giant” and a kid at heart. He loves

playing with Olivia and seeing her learn on a daily basis. He jumps right in to help change
a diaper, give a bath, help get dinner ready or read a bedtime story. Heis great with our






