Hello,

Thank you for taking the time to learn about
our?ami]y. We are Brian and Chavonnc, a
ﬁrcﬁghter, a teachcr, and the Proucl parent of
Aclclison whois 10 years old.

Although Brian loves Aclclison as his
claughter, sheis actua”y his steP~claughtcr‘
Due to imccrti]ity issues, we have been unable
to conceive a child togcthcr‘ We are excited

about bcginning thcjoumcy to acloPt a baby‘

thn we met, we both owned homes and lived
in ]ndianapo]is‘ A]thr we were marriccl, we
chose to bcgin ourFami]y life togcthcr ina
smaller town outside of ]nclianaPo]is‘ Our
decision Provccl to be the right one. Thc
ncighborhood we live in is full of kids for
Aclclison to run around and P]ay with. Thc
town Park is a short walk or bike ride away. We

love the Pool.

Wc are both cmP]ogecl Fu”~timc, but have very
flexible schedules which afford us the
oPPortum'ty to sPcncl lots of time with
Aclclison, our extended gamily and Fricncls,
csPcciany cluring the summer months. thn
we are fortunate to add another child to our
?ami]y, Chavonnc will become a stay~at~homc

mom. Prian’s flexible schedule, as a

ﬁrcﬁghter, allows him to be home a ]ot, as well.
[Heis very involved in Aclclison’s activities and
looks forward to bcing cqua”y involved in those of your child. We believe thatin



addition to the love a Parcnt gives a chi]cl, the time a Parent gives to a childis very
imPortant in raising comciclcnt, schc~assurccl, and inclcPcnclcnt children. Your child will
receive not on]g our love but our active involvement in their activities, whether it is
hc]Ping with homework assignments, attcncling rock c]imbing and sPorting events, or
cvcnjust watching amovie at home
with a bowl of popcorn on cold, snowy

aftemoons.

Brian: T he oldest of three, with two

younger sisters, ]grew up ina
wonderful Fami]y environment. M9
Parcnts have been married 35 years.
We lived in a house with a big Harcl
andin a ncighborhood with a lot of
kids. M9 dad owned his own business
and worked ]ong hours, but clcsPitc his
hard work, | don’t ever remember him

missing one ball game, band concert,

science Fair, or camPing triP. M9 mom

stagecl at home and Proviclccl us with her unconclitiona], mothcr!g love. M9 Parents
instilled in me the imPortancc of an cclucation, getting good graclcs and bcing well-
rounded with extra-curricular activities. Thcg a]wags suPPortccl me in whatever
interests ] had from basketball to bascba”, P]aging the saxophonc, art c]asscs, science
cxPcrimcnts, and my clcsirc, at the age of i4, to become a Caclct fircfightcr with our

]oca] vo]untecr fire clcPartmcnt.

M9 sisters and ] went to Privatc school through the 1 Z_t}1 graclc. Wc went to church
every Sunclag and were raised with Christian morals and Princip]cs. Treating others
as we wanted to be treated was instilled in us from an car!g age. Disciplinc was
assignccl bg mom and imP]cmcntccl }39 dad when he got home from work. Time sPcnt in
my room, a stern lecture or taking away somcthing ] liked to do seemed to do the trick

most of the time.



(havonne: | grew up in a small rural town. Mg dad sold insurance, and my mom stayecl
at home with my younger brother and me until | started 7th graclc‘ | ike Brian’s
parents, mine have been married for more than 35
years. | a!wags remember running home from school,
and as soon as ] walked in, ] could smell dinner
cooking. Which was great unless it was salmon Patty
night, then ] was trying to Figure out which friend’s
house to eat at that clay. Mﬂ dad a!ways coached
our teams when we were younger. | remember | -
ba”, little ]caguc Footba”, and later little ]caguc

bascba”/smctba”‘

Mﬂ Parents a!ways cncouragccl us to try new thir\gs
to see if we liked them. ] cnjoyccl vo”cyba”,
swimming, and band the most. Mﬂ granclma had a
house on a ]ake, and we sPcnt many years going to
the lakes for ]ong weekends with cousins and
friends. ] loved water skiing and swimming all clay
!ong. A” my memories are of bcing outdoors and
P!aying wiffle ba”, ricling tractors, three whcc!crs,
boating) bomcircs, etc.

Mﬂ parents were strict with us but ]oving. Thcy

cxPcctccl us to work harcl, do our best and make

goocl choices. Now that ] am a Parent, ] can
aPPrcciatc that thcy set limits and wanted to know where we were and what we were
cloing while away from the house. ] wasn’t a]ways allowed to do thir\gs some of the
other kids gotto clo, like festival seating concerts, but ]ooking back, ] see that thcy
were trying to kecp me safe. ] hopc ] am half the Parcnt thcy were to my brother and

me.

We sPcncl alot of time with our extended families. We go to see thcm, and thcy make
triPs to see us. Aclclison calls her grandparcnts house “her vacation home” and likes to
stag over for ]ong weekends. Last summer, both of our Parcnts and Brian’s sisters

went with us to Washington, DC, for a week to see our nation’s caPital‘ A triP to



Ho]iclay Wor!cl to ride roller coasters and water slides has also become a Fami]y
tradition each summer. We cherish the fact that both of our Parents and our
extended families enjoy cach others company. We also have a /oo membership and
enjoy going there alot in the summer months. We also love to gotoa Nature Fark in
our county and go exPloring.
Aclclison loves getting in the
creck and bringing tons of
rocks home to Paint‘ Aclclison
did some garclening there and
learned about Astronomy.

Brian: Chavonne and ] have
divisions of resPonsibi]ity in

our householcl; ] am

resPonsib]e For, and enjoy
taking care oF, the outside of
the house: cutting the grass, Painting, staining the deck. | ast summer our big Project
was bui]cling aretaining wall in around the front of the house and P]anting new bushes.
We have several trees in our back 3arcl, which are wonderful in the spring and summer,
the on]y thing ] dislike is the huge amount of leaves that have to be raked in the fall.
Aclclison would clisagree, she enjoys he]Ping me gather them with the b]ower, but ]
think it’sjust because she likes P]aying in the huge leaf Pi]e‘

Chavonne: ] like to cook and try new reciPes at home. ] also like to sit and read when
Aclclison is cloing her clai]y reacling. Aclclison and ] enjoy going to the ]ibrary to get
books and look at the magazines. Aclclison likes the ]ibrary programs and the cool

science exPeriments they do.

We met in August of 2004 through a mutual friend that Brian works with at the fire
clePartment Our weclcling clay was the most amazing clay. We had so muchjog and
excitement that clay. ]t was awesome to share it with all of our friends and Fami]y, and

]ater, we got a good ]augh about ALL of the a]Phabetizecl seating arrangement cards



b!owing off the board while Brian was ta‘cing itinto the rcccPtion. e put them all

back on, in ordcr, with Pcar! Pins. What a gug!

Brian: thn ] first met Chavormc, ] was knocked off my feet by her smile. ]t didrt

take !ong to become enamored with her outgoing and Furmy Pcrsona!ity. Chavormc is
a great communicator. She can find a common thread with anyone for a conversation.
Shc shows genuine interest in other’s Fcc!ing, thoughts, likes and clis!i‘ccs; everyone

she comes across can’t hclp but like her.

What rca”y scaled the deal for me was seeing her as a mother to Acldison. Shc is
nurturing, caring, and Passionate about life. Chavormc loves chi!clrcn; she works with
them cvcrgday at her c!cmcntarg school and shows genuine caring and concern for

each and every child.

Chavormc: Brian is an amazing person. Hc is 50 !oya!, ‘cincl, honcst, and Paticnt. Hc
doesn’t let things get to him and stays calm in any situation. Hc makes Aclclison and

me !augh. Hc isn’t afraid to be goomcy, and kids seem to gravitate towards him. ] rcsPcct
Brian, and ] love that he loves Acldison so much.

bcing parents has been such a wonderful ghct forus. Addisonis such a great and fun
kid to be around. O]C course, we have our cha”cnges some clays too, but that is what



kccPs life interesting. We want to share the life and love we have with another child.
Aclclison is at the age she can hc]P with a baby and looks forward to having a sib]ing.
Sheisso nurturing with the all of our friends kids. She will make a fantastic I:)igger
sister to your baby.

Wc know that Gocl has a P]an for oumcami]y
and for ourFami]y to cxPancl through
acloPtion‘ We have a strong desire to acloPt
a biracial or A]Crican American child. Thc
color of a child’s skin has nothing to do with
the love we would give your child. Our church
is very clivcrsc, and oumcami]y and friends are
very suPPortivc of our decision to acloPt a
child of color. We would be happy to send
you letters and Photographs, ]ctting you
know how your childis getting a]ong, hcyou

wish.

]F you would like to know more about us, talk
with us, I:)y tc]cphonc, or meet us, in person,
P]casc contact Joc] or Stcvc Kirsh at 800~
53%-57%6.

WC hOPC to hcamcrom 3OU ancl WlS}’l 3OU WC”

Sinccrcly,



